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„ * bha ? b99n sported that the OSSH will relinquish control of that area 

of the Port of Szr - J 

World War II. So' 
ers certificate, M 

This is the first evidence of a Soviet oonoession to Poland similar to 
the concessions made to East Germany following the riots in 1953 and to other 
European Satellites in abolishing joint stook odtnpanios. This oonoession is 
more apparent than real and is probably oaloulated to reduoe Polish resentment 
which has rosulted in acta of sabotage and work slowdowns at f the ports. It is 
highly improbable that aotual controls will be relinquished in view of the im- 
portance attached to Polish merohant shipping in support of Communist China. 

The Dort area under disoussion comprises a sizeable portion of the Port 
of. Szezeoin and has heretofore been administered as Soviet territory. Ships* 
entering or leaving the area have by-passed. .all Polish authorities inoluding 
customs. The balance of the port as well as all other Polish ports are under 
a H joint" Soviet-Polish administration* The entire Polish merohant marine for 
that matter has been under striot suryeillanoe, if not aotual control by Soviet 
personnel. Soviet seourity and politioal offioers have been plaoed aboard all 
vessels and in strategic positions within the administrative departments, 

Polish seamen are proud of their merchant fleet traditions and are contemp 
tuous of Soviet practices and operations. They are most resentful of the trans 
Ter of many of their best vessels to Soviet registry. This resentment has been 
evidenced by both overt and covert resistance’ to Soviet oontrol. Aots of sabo- 
tage and work slowdowns, have boen oommon. 

Bloc merchant shipping capabilities depend to a marked degree upon the 
Polish merchant fleet* The ports of S&ezocin and.Qcfynda are among the best 
equipped Bloc ports on the Baltio Soa* udynia is the principal Baitio’ port 
for Bloc trade with Comnunist ’China, Maximum Soviet svlpport of Communist 
China doponds in great measure upon Polish ports and the Polish merohant 
floot, 


eom wnxon nas been under oomplete Soviet domination sinoe 
oe^ claims to have seen a Russian language "'transfer of pow- 


